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Top NZ paint company challenges 
Whitireia students to create 
colourful commercial
Few students have the chance to create a 
broadcast television commercial, but this 
year’s intake to the New Zealand Diploma 
in Screen Production (Level 6) will have 
exactly that.
Whitireia Community Polytechnic Limited is 
partnering with leading New Zealand paint 
company, Resene, on an in-house film competition 
that challenges screen production students to 
create a 30-second TVC, inspired by colours of 
their choice from Resene ‘The Range’, Resene’s new 
fashion paint colour range.

The challenge asks students to generate a unique 
concept for a commercial and pitch it to Resene. 
Once concepts are finalised, students will then 
work in teams to generate a TVC from-scratch using 
paint resources provided by Resene. The challenge 
gives students the opportunity to gain industry 
experience with a real-life client and extend their 
technical and creative skills.

A panel of judges from Resene will pick a 
winning commercial, which will play on yet-to-be-
determined media and promoted on social media. 
The winning commercial will receive $2000, while 
the runner up will receive $1000.

The initial idea for the project sparked when a 
budding filmmaker posted a clip online based 
around Resene’s paint colours. A company 
representative then approached the Whitireia 
screen production programme.

Tutor David Brechin-Smith said that this is the 
first time the film programme has worked with an 
external company in this way.

“To partner with a company with such a 
well-known and respected brand as Resene 
is exciting, and we feel privileged to work 
with them. To make an ad for Resene, with 
the chance of it to be shown nationally, is 
a strong incentive for the students. It’s a 
great addition to the programme.”

“This project will ramp up their experience in a 
number of technical crew roles, including leading a 
shoot,” said tutor Corey Le Vaillant.

“Each student also learns how to respond a client 
brief, working out their concept, and then planning 
and executing the shoot. It will be a big learning 
curve, which will require good planning in all stages 
of production.”

The students will have total creative freedom, as 
long as the commercial meets the client brief and 
uses paint colours from Resene ‘The Range’ fashion 
collection.

“We want them to use skills they will have learned 
up to that point, exploring depth of field and focus, 
texture, form, pattern and layers, with moving 
or static shots, and from the panoramic to the 
microscopic,” said Mr Brechin-Smith.

The challenge will use the Arri Alexa Classic camera, 
a high-definition digital film camera used by 
professionals. “With that camera, they will be able 
to make some beautiful images,” said Mr Le Vaillant.

Mr Brechin-Smith said working with Resene will 
give the Level 6 students experience of a different 
aspect of New Zealand’s screen industry.

“There’s work available making 
commercials, so this gives our students 
another string to their bow. A lot of people 
come to the course wanting to work in film, 
because the world of commercials isn’t as 
visible to most students. This challenge will 
open their eyes to new possibilities.”
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New Zealand Diploma in Screen
Production (Level 5)

Level 5

1 year, full-time

$9,750 (indicative for 2025 intake)

NZ $26,000 (indicative for 2025 intake)

This hands-on programme introduces
ākonga to industry-based practices and
processes. Learn from industry practitioners
and gain skills in off-set and on-set crew
roles, including directing, camera, lighting,
and production management. Study at Te
Kāhui Auaha, our creative campus at the
heart of Wellington CBD.

Programme outline

Areas covered in this programme includes:

Contextual 'building blocks' of film. The history, its
arc and role in popular culture, and the components
that make for compelling and memorable films.

The 'toolbox' of filmmaking. Camera, lights, sound,
and editing. Project based learning is practical and
includes 'in-camera edit shoots, music video
production and much more,

The art of successful scriptwriting as it applies to the
film industry. What makes a successful story and
how to break this down to a screen ready plan.

Robust pre-production planning using mapping and
recording techniques.

Discovering the process of editing and how to apply
practical knowledge with creative flair to stamp
personal marks upon shot. sequences.

Planning, shooting and editing of a short drama and
End of Year (EOY) project. 

Entry requirements

NCEA Level 2 or equivalent skills and knowledge and
evidence of aptitude based on interview.

International students

IELTS 5.5 (no band lower than 5), or equivalent

Find your country's equivalent academic entry
requirements here

*For fee exclusions, please see our terms and
conditions.

Related study options

Career Options

Director, Director of Photography (DOP)

1st AD (Assistant Director)

Production Manager

Camera Operator (ARRI )

Editor (Avid)

Props, Gaffer, Grip, Sound, Continuity

Assistants

Digital Content Creator
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